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NIRPC APPOINTMENT
Clerk-Treasurer Michael Griffin has 
been named second-in-command of 
the board of the Northwestern Indiana 
Regional Planning Commission. As Vice 
Chairman of NIRPC, Griffin will work 
with leaders from other communities 
throughout the region to determine 
funding priorities for federal dollars 
earmarked for transportation needs, 
the environment and economic 
development as well as help create 
comprehensive strategies to remove 
bottlenecks in the transportation 
system and increase efficiency.

HIGHLAND WHEEL TAX?
The Town Council is learning more 
about a wheel tax that could be 
implemented at the municipal level. 
The Local Option Highway User Tax is 
in place in nearly half of all Indiana 
counties. Funds are earmarked for 
road repairs. Council President Bernie 
Zemen said there is never enough 
cash to repair town roads in any given 
year but the council has no plans to 
implement a wheel tax.

An extensive water project designed to guar-
antee long-term safety of the town’s drinking 
water is expected to be complete by June 1.

The project, which began in July, involves 
replacing the existing water main, boring 
deeper to place new pipe in areas where it will 
be impervious to the freeze-thaw cycle and 
resurfacing Kennedy Avenue.

“We have had dozens of water main breaks 
in the past few years,” Public Works Director 
John Bach said. “This problem began 40 years 
ago when Kennedy was lowered, making the 
water line too shallow and vulnerable to rup-
tures based on changes in the air temperature.”

The complexity of the project was compound-
ed by other underground systems, like the 
massive stormwater collection system located 
under the length of Kennedy Avenue.

“Most people don’t know there is a storm 
sewer you could literally drive a car through 
underneath the road,” he said. “We know 
people are frustrated because they have been 
inconvenienced. We’ve done everything we can 
to minimize the disruption. The lane closures 
are necessary for the safety of motorists as well 
as our workers.” n

WHAT’S NEXT?
As soon as the construction portion of the 
Kennedy Avenue water project is complete, 
Highland Public Works will:

�� Repave Kennedy Avenue from just north
of Highway south to 45th Avenue

�� Replace sidewalks

�� Replant uprooted grass and trees

ROAD CLOSED
42nd Street (EB) and Hart Road (WB) will be 
closed at Kennedy Avenue for the next few 
weeks for water main construction. Visit the 
town website – highland.in.gov – for updates.

HIGHLAND NAMES NEW POET LAUREATE
Congratulations to Lily Rex, Highland’s first-
ever Poet Laureate.

A lover of all things prose, Rex was selected 
from a field of highly talented finalists by a 
committee of published poets.

Julie Larson, a member of Highland Main 
Street and the inspiration behind Highland’s 
Poet Laureate, is eager to see the program take 
flight under Rex’s direction.

“Lily is eager, organized, and gets the job 
done – not to mention, her poetry is spot on,” 
Larson said. “Those of us in the small press 
regard her as an up-and-coming poet who is 
going to be doing great things. I think she will 
do well working with kids in our schools while 
creating a buzz with adults.”

The Highland High School and soon-to-be 
college graduate will be developing literary 
programs for preschoolers, youth and adults.

As Highland’s Poet Laureate, Rex said she 
wants to expand the reach of poetry by help-
ing aspiring poets discover their voice and 
introducing others to the written art form.

“I have an idea to create a “Good Beer, Bad 
Poetry” series that will be held at local restau-
rants or bars,” she said. “That type of event 
exemplifies that poetry is not strictly academic 
– it can be as lively, gritty and blue collar as
Northwest Indiana.” n

KENNEDY WATER PROJECT MOVES 
INTO FINAL CONSTRUCTION PHASE


